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INTRODUCTION

WHY STATIONERY STILL MATTERS IN 2025

Stationery isn’t just paper and ink — it’s a brand handshake in print
form. Whether it’s your business card, letterhead, or packaging insert,
these pieces speak before you do. In a digital-first world, physical
design still creates emotional impact, builds trust, and leaves a lasting
impression.

This Starter Kit is your shortcut to creating branded stationery that
feels premium, stays on budget, and boosts your reputation — even if
you're designing it yourself.

4+ What You’ll Get Inside:
@ A fill-in-the-blank Design Brief Template
€ Editable Canva + Adobe Templates
€ A step-by-step Printing Checklist
€ A smart Budgeting & Cost Guide

€ Curated Resource Links for free tools and mock-ups

4+ Who This Kit Is For:
€ Small business owners building their brand
€ Creatives launching a product or service
¢ Designers looking for a quick-start framework

¢ Anyone who wants to look professional in print

NMPIRE



Core Elements of Stationery Design

Every great stationery set is built on a few foundation design
elements. Nail these, and your materials will look polished,
consistent, and premium — no matter your budget.

1. Logo & Mark Placement

Your logo is the anchor of your stationery. Placement should be
intentional and consistent across all items.

+f Common placements:
® Top left — Traditional and professional
® Top center — Balanced, ideal for letterheads
® Bottom right — Minimalist and modern

Use high-resolution files (SVG, Al, or 300dpi PNG) to avoid blurry
prints.

2. Typography Choices

Fonts speak before your words do. Choose typefaces that reflect
your brand’s personality.

Font Style Vibe Best For

Serif Classic, trustworthy | Law firms, universities
Sans-serif | Clean, modern Startups, tech brands
Script Elegant, personal Weddings, luxury products

&> Limit your design to two font families — one for headings, one for
body text.

3. Color Systems & Palettes

Color sets the tone. Stick to your brand palette and use the right
format for each medium.

® CMYK — For print (accurate color reproduction)
® RGB/HEX — For digital templates and online use

Always request a physical proof before bulk printing — screen
colors can be misleading.
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STATIONERY DESIGN BRIEF TEMPLATE

Use this brief to clarify your brand’s voice, visual style, and stationery
needs. It’s your blueprint before you touch a single design tool.

» Brand Identity

Brand Name e.g., Nmpire

Tagline / Slogan | e.g., “Design that speaks before you do”
Brand Personality | e.g., Bold, Minimalist, Premium

Target Audience |e.g., Creative entrepreneurs, small businesses

+ Visual Style

Logo File Format e.g., SVG, Al, PNG (300dpi)

Primary Colors (CMYK) | e.g., Midnight Navy #1A1F2B, Gold Ochre #D4AF37
Font Choices e.g., Heading: Play fair Display, Body: Lato

Design Style e.g., Minimal Luxe, Earthy, Corporate Cleang

= Stationery Items Needed

Design to do Check sign v or X
Business Card

Letterhead

Envelope

Thank-you Card

Invoice / Receipt

Packaging Insert

Notepad / Memo Sheet

Digital PDF Template

» Notes & Inspiration
Use this space to jot down ideas, mood board links, or reference
brands you admire.

Yours could be bigger

3
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Editable Templates (Canva + Adobe)

Designing your stationery doesn’t have to be complicated. These
editable templates give you a head start — whether you’re a beginner
or a seasoned designer.

4+ Recommended Platforms

¥ Canva Templates

<% Free and easy to use
< Drag-and-drop interface

< Great for business cards, letterheads, thank-you cards

«/ Adobe Express Templates

< More control for advanced users
<> Ideal for custom layouts and brand consistency

<> Works well with Illustrator and In Design exports

Template Types to Explore . .
Jtem_............ Format Options __  Suggested Size
Business Card Canva, Adobe 3.5" x 2"
Letterhead Google Docs, Indesign : Aq
Thank-You Card | Canva, Vistacreate 4" x 6"
Envelope Ilustrator, Psd Dl Size
+! Explore Other Tools

If Canva and Adobe aren’t your vibe, try these:

< Vista Create — stylish templates with animation options

< Figma — collaborative design, great for teams

< Affinity Designer — powerful alternative to Adobe

< Microsoft Word Templates — simple and accessible

Always customize templates with your brand fonts, colors, and
logo to avoid looking generic.
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https://www.canva.com/templates/?query=stationery
https://www.adobe.com/express/create/stationery
https://create.vista.com/
https://www.figma.com/
https://affinity.serif.com/en-us/designer/
https://templates.office.com/

Printing Checklist

Before sending your files to the printer, run through this checklist
to make sure everything is polished, professional, and print-ready..

4+ File Preparation

All text proofread and finalized

Fonts embedded or outlined

Images at 300dpi resolution

CMYK color mode applied

Bleed area included (3mm recommended)

Safe zone respected (no text near edges)

o o o (o o o O

File format: PDF/X or Al

4+ Print Sieciﬁcations

Correct paper size selected (e.g., A4, DL)

Paper type chosen (matte, gloss, textured)

Quantity confirmed

Double-sided printing needed?

0 I s I

Spot UV, embossing, or foil?

4+ Final Checks

Physical proof reviewed []
Printer contact confirmed []
Delivery timeline agreed []
Backup files saved []

Tip: Always request a printed sample before committing to bulk
orders — digital previews can be misleading.
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Budgeting & Cost Guide

Creating beautiful stationery doesn’t have to break the bank.
Here’s a breakdown of typical costs and smart tips to help you stay
within budget while still looking premium.

+f Estimated Printing Costs (2025)

ggls.(ilr;ess 100-500 | $20-$150 lgfi)i’ic:[)en cs)r gloss finish
Letterheads 500—1000 | $40—-$90 g;;psei?;g’éindard
Envelopes 500-1000 | $50—$120 I]))lgisr’lize’ branded or
Sapkyon 0300 |sa5-sgo | Optiond foilor
Paagins |100-500 | sa0-s100 | Sreatfor product-

Prices vary by region, paper quality, and finish. Always request a
quote from your local printer.

4 Smart Budgeting Tips

< Print in bulk to reduce per-unit cost
<$- Use standard sizes to avoid custom fees

< Skip fancy finishes (like foil or embossing) for early-stage
brands

< Design once, print many — reuse templates across items
< Compare 2—3 printers before committing

4+ Where to Print

< Local print shops (support small businesses)

< Online printers like Moo, Vistaprint, Printivo etc.

< Specialty printers for luxury finishes (foil, embossing,
textured paper)
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RESOURCE VAULT-FREE TOOLS, TEMPLATE & MOCK-
UPS

Whether you're designing your first business card or building a full
stationery suite, these resources will save you time, elevate your visuals,
and help you look like a pro — even on a budget.

4! Free Design Platforms & Template

Thousands of free templates for business
Explore Canva
Canva cards, letterheads, thank-you cards, Ternplates
invoices, and more ~CIMPALes
Editable stationery layouts with pro-level Adobe Express
Adobe Express control and brand Kkits Stationery Creator
VistaCreate Styhsl} templates with animation and VistaCreate
branding tools Templates
. Collaborative design platform with free Ul | Figma Community
Figma .
kits and layout tools Templates
. . . Advanced design software for print-ready | Affinity Designer
Affinity Designer layouts, a powerful alternative to Adobe Official Site

4 Mockup Libraries — Present Your Designs Like a Pro

Freenik High-quality PSD mock-ups for business Browse Freepik
p cards, envelopes, letterheads, and more Mockups
- Free downloads including fonts, mock-ups, . .
Pixelify templates, and branding kits Discover Pixelify
Curated collection of free mock-ups for print | Explore Mockup
sileclap Bl and digital design World
GraphicBurger Premlu.m—quahty moqk-ups for stationery, GraphicBurger
packaging, and branding Mockups
Creative Market Weekly free goods including mock-ups, fonts, | Creative Market
and design assets Free Goods

4+’ Bonus: Free Fonts & Icons

Google Fonts | Free web-safe fonts for branding and print | Browse Google Fonts
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https://create.vista.com/
https://create.vista.com/
https://www.figma.com/community
https://www.figma.com/community
https://affinity.serif.com/en-us/designer/
https://affinity.serif.com/en-us/designer/
https://www.freepik.com/
https://www.freepik.com/
https://www.pixelify.net/
https://www.mockupworld.co/
https://www.mockupworld.co/
https://graphicburger.com/
https://graphicburger.com/
https://creativemarket.com/free-goods
https://creativemarket.com/free-goods
https://fonts.google.com/

Font Squirrel | Hand-picked commercial-use fonts Font Squirrel Library

Flaticon

Thousands of free icons for print and
digital use

Explore Flaticon

4+’ Pro Tips for Using These Resources

R

Always check licensing — especially for commercial use
Customize templates with your brand fonts, colors, and logo

Use mock-ups to showcase your designs on social media or client
presentations

Combine Canva for layout + Freepik for mockups + Google Fonts

for typography = powerful DIY combo

FINAL TIPS & CALL TO ACTION

You've got the tools. You've got the templates. Now it's time to bring
your brand to life — one printed piece at a time.

+ Final Tips for Stationery Success

>
-
i
-

<>

Consistency is king — use the same fonts, colors, and logo
placement across all items

Less is luxe — minimalist designs often feel more premium
and timeless

Proof before you print — always request a sample to catch
errors and color shifts

Think beyond paper — stationery can include packaging
inserts, stickers, notepads, and more

Design with emotion — your stationery should feel like your
brand, not just look like it

4+ Ready to Elevate Your Brand?

Here’s what to do next:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Fill out your Design Brief — define your brand’s voice and
visual style

Customize your templates — use Canva, Adobe, or any tool
that fits your work flow

Run the Printing Checklist — avoid costly mistakes and
ensure quality

Use mockups to showcase your work — present your
designs like a pro

Share your results — tag @nmpire and show off your
stationery glow-up

Let’s Keep Building

This Starter Kit is just the beginning. Whether you're launching a
product, re-branding your business, or designing for clients — your print
presence matters.

Stay bold. Stay intentional. Stay branded.
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